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SCHOOL BUS SERVICE, LESMURDIE AND KALAMUNDA SCHOOLS 
Grievance 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Roleystone) [9.31 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure and relates to the certainty of the future of school bus services from Roleystone-Karragullen to 
Lesmurdie and Kalamunda schools.  As the minister would be aware, this is an ongoing issue.  In 2002, after I 
had been approached by one of my constituents, I sought an assurance that the future of the two buses that were 
then running from Roleystone-Karragullen to Lesmurdie and Kalamunda schools was assured.  I did receive an 
assurance that there were no plans to remove these services in 2003.  I thought that was the end of the issue for 
2003, but on the first school day of the year, more children than expected turned up to get on the two buses - I 
think 111 kids turned up - and the buses were inadequate; it was obvious that a third bus was required.  Initially, 
Kalamunda Bus Service received a letter from John Bailly, manager of the school bus services in the minister’s 
department stating that no third bus would be put on.  However, after I had intervened on behalf of my 
constituents, an initial guarantee was given that a third bus would be run initially to 14 February; that was 
extended to the end of the first term, and it has been extended since then on a term-by-term basis.  As the end of 
the school year approaches, parents are making decisions about where their kids will go to school next year.  
They need some increased level of certainty; these decisions cannot continue to be made on a term-by-term 
basis.  Currently 130 children use the school bus services, 95 of whom attend government schools - 77 at 
Lesmurdie Senior High School, 15 at Kalamunda High School and three at Lesmurdie Primary School; and 35 
attend private schools - 20 at St Brigid’s College, 14 at Mazenod College and one at Mary’s Mount Primary 
School.  Many of these children are year 11 and 12 students who will leave the Roleystone district to continue 
their education, because Roleystone District High School - a fantastic school, which my own son attends - is an 
unusual model in that it goes from years 6 to 10.  About 350 kids attend the Roleystone school.  I will take this 
opportunity to say what a great school it is.  It was designed by the community in the 1980s using passive solar 
principles.  The built facilities are magnificent; it is a great learning environment set in the forest; and the 
buildings are in harmony with the forest.  The teachers are fantastic - I will not single any out - but my son has 
two teachers who have both been excellent.  The kids are great and it is a really fantastic little school; I think it 
has all the benefits of being a small school that finishes at year 10.  Students obviously need to then go on to 
years 11 and 12.  Some parents do not send their kids to Roleystone District High School because they are 
concerned about the transition that students need to make from years 10 to 11 to start a new school.  The 
evidence shows that kids leaving Roleystone District High School do exceptionally well when they go to other 
schools.  They tend to take on leadership positions and achieve academic success way above their quota.  
Regardless of whether students leave the district in year 8 or year 11, they do need to go on to another school.  
There are some great government schools in the area.  Lesmurdie has a fantastic reputation, as does Kelmscott - 
the two schools that most of the students tend to go to - although some go to the school at Armadale for the 
music program.  That is a great school with a great principal, Joe Kalajzich, who is known to the minister.  The 
basic issue is that we do need some certainty on the future of these school bus services.  If the school bus service 
were removed, the alternative would be that students from Roleystone who wanted to attend Kalamunda and 
Lesmurdie schools would need to get on a bus at Roleystone, head down the scarp to Kelmscott, get on a train at 
Kelmscott, head over to Maddington, get on a school bus special at Maddington and go back up the scarp.  The 
total bus journey that they would make in distance would not be any shorter than the distance across the scarp, 
and they would be making three journeys instead of one.  More buses would obviously have to be put on to take 
students down the hill to Kelmscott, and more buses would have to be put on to take them up the hill from 
Maddington.  Additional bus services would need to be put on, and while there is excess capacity on the train 
service, extra children would be getting on the trains and that may put more demand on the train service as well.  
My belief is that it is simpler to run a bus service across the scarp so that students who choose to attend 
Kalamunda and Lesmurdie schools are accommodated.  I understand that, at the moment, students from 
Roleystone are actually paying a zone one fare.  They may be going across two zones, so they may be getting a 
slightly better deal than they are entitled to.  That is not the issue; I do not think parents are really concerned 
about whether their children pay zone one or zone two fares - I believe the difference is about 50c for a student 
fare - but they are more concerned with the continuity of the service so that they can plan for the education of 
their children into next year and beyond.  I ask the minister to give attention to this matter. 

MS A.J. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.38 am]:  I thank the member 
for Roleystone for this grievance.  He has taken up the issue of school bus services with great vigour since he 
was elected.  The member for Roleystone has beaten a constant path to my ministerial office and my electorate 
office arguing the case for bus services for his constituents.  That is understandable because many of his 
constituents, although in a metropolitan area, are actually separated from facilities, particularly those living in 
the hills areas. 
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Mr J.H.D. Day:  I also wrote to you on this issue at the end of April and I am still waiting for a response in spite 
of following it up on a number of occasions. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  We have certainly been talking with the member for Roleystone on this issue.   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Why not talk with the member for Darling Range, whose electorate this involves as well?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The issues that the member for Roleystone has raised with the Government relate to 
the students in the Roleystone area.  The concerns he has raised are before us today.   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  He is acting entirely appropriately, but I am also doing my job.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.W. Andrews), I have only seven minutes in which to 
respond. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member for Darling Range can pose a grievance next week.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  According to reports in the newspaper, the member 
for Darling Range’s seat is under threat, so perhaps he is considering standing against the member for 
Roleystone.   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Then you wonder why people give you a spray!  It is because of what you just said.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  No, members, stop!  The member for Roleystone has posed a grievance.  The 
member for Darling Range interjected.  We have moved beyond that now.  We are concentrating on the 
grievance from the member for Roleystone.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker.  The issues are complex.  The member for 
Roleystone’s constituents want maximum opportunity and choice in terms of sending their children to schools in 
the area.  It is quite interesting and surprising that an analysis of this situation found, as the member has said, that 
the majority of students were not attending private schools, as we had thought, but were attending alternative 
government schools.  The students do not live within the catchment of those schools, but under the 
Government’s freedom of choice policy they have the right to go to schools that have places available.   

Some complex policy issues emerge when the Government funds buses to effectively bus children out of an area.  
It takes demand away from the school within the catchment area, which can have flow-on consequences.  
Consequences are occurring within the Armadale-Kelmscott area.  Notwithstanding that, I agree with the 
member that the suggestion that students who want to go to these schools would be required to get a bus, a train 
and then another bus, is not practical.  The difficulty and the time penalty for those students would be 
unacceptable.  On that basis, the Government is prepared to make a commitment to continue the existing level of 
service.  It would be fair to say that a lid must be kept on the provision of this service, because if the service 
were to continue to expand, it would have consequences for Roleystone District High School and the numbers it 
could attract.  In applying this policy the Government must be mindful of the consequences that it could have on 
local schools.  I was recently in Kambalda.  A bus service was established between Kambalda and Kalgoorlie for 
students who were attending the private school.  That service has had the consequence of reducing the number of 
students and educational opportunities available at the Kambalda West District High School.  We must always 
be conscious of the knock-on educational effects of a policy such as this.  The introduction of this bus service 
could have an impact on the viability of and opportunities left in those schools.   

The Government is prepared to give a commitment to the member for Roleystone to continue this service. 

Mr J.H.D. Day:  For how long?   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Indefinitely.  However, a cap needs to be placed on it.  The service would not be 
expanded unless the schools were unable to cope with the number of students within that catchment.  The 
Government is not trying to change the freedom of choice policy.  It must make sure that in the application of 
school bus services it does not undermine the viability of local schools.  The Government is prepared to make 
the commitment to keep that service going indefinitely at the existing level.  In the longer term it is planned that 
this service will be brought into the Transperth network.  Consequently, from the point of view of equity, 
Transperth level fares will be applied to those students.  The Government will talk to the Kalamunda Bus Service 
about the timing of the introduction of Transperth as the operator of this service.  I understand from the member 
for Roleystone’s representations that the operator is concerned about the nature of the investment and whether he 
will have a longer-term contract that would warrant investment in new buses.  It is the Government’s intention to 
let him know that this will ultimately be a Transperth service, but to allow him sufficient time to exit the service 
that he provides and still get maximum flexibility out of the bus life that remains.  That is a fair outcome for the 
company.  It is also a positive outcome for the students, as it provides them with the knowledge that they can 
continue to attend those schools.  I urge the member and everyone else to think about the consequences of 
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expanding that service, and the impact it might have on Roleystone and other schools in Kelmscott and 
Armadale.   
 


